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build a better tomorrow by taking $40 billion
away from their ability to create more stu-
dents like you. I think the answer is clear.

Would all the teachers here please stand
today. Give them a hand. [Applause]

Congratulations again on your magnificent
award. Good luck with your future. I wish
you well. Remember this: One thing only you
owe your country, your devotion to making
sure that every other young person in this
country will always have the opportunities
that brought you to this day.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on Surgeon General-
Designate Henry Foster
June 21, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. I’d like
to begin by saying that I was quite pleased
that 57 of the Members of the Senate today
voted to allow a simple up or down, yes or
no vote on the nomination of Dr. Foster. A
strong majority, 57, voted to give him a fair
chance and a full vote. But a small minority
are using this nomination to dictate a litmus
test to the rest of America.

That is wrong. And the American people
are not going to understand it. The Senators
who voted to deny Dr. Foster an up or down
vote did a disservice to a good man. They
also did a disservice to our whole system of
democracy. And make no mistake about it,
this was not a vote about the right of the
President to choose a Surgeon General. This
was really a vote about every American wom-
an’s right to choose.

Henry Foster is qualified to be our Sur-
geon General. He spent 38 years in medi-
cine. He spent a lot of his time working to
improve the health of women and children
in poor and rural areas. He’s delivered thou-
sands of babies and trained hundreds of
young doctors. His efforts to curb teen preg-
nancy have earned him high praise among
Republicans and Democrats. He shares my
view that abortion should be rare and safe
and legal.

Don’t you think it’s interesting that we fi-
nally found a person in this country who’s

actually done something, actually done some-
thing to try to reduce teen pregnancy, actu-
ally done something to try to convince large
numbers of young people that they should
not have sex before they’re married, who’s
actually done something to deal with this
problem, but because he cannot pass the po-
litical litmus test that has a stranglehold on
the other party, they cannot even allow a sim-
ple vote? Did the Democratic Senate deny
a simple vote to their controversial nominees
for the Supreme Court, a lifetime job? No.

This man got 57 votes—43 people say no
because they are in the grip of people who
don’t question my right to choose him but
question American women’s right to choose.
It is wrong. What’s fair is fair, and he ought
to get an up or down vote. He’s actually done
something about the problem they all claim
to be concerned about, and he ought to be
given a chance to do something about it for
the whole country.

[At this point, Dr. Foster made brief re-
marks.]

The President. Let me just say one other
thing. Let me remind you that the committee
approved Dr. Foster’s nomination. This
should be about whether the President has
a right to make this decision if the person
is qualified. The committee ruled that he
was. The only other question worth asking
and answering right now is, are we going to
try for another vote? Yes, we are. Do I know
what the outcome will be? No, I don’t. But
I’m not through yet, and we’re going to do
our best to win it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Letter to Senator Robert Byrd on
Proposed Drunk Driving Legislation
June 21, 1995

Dear Robert:
Drinking and driving by young people is

one of the nation’s most serious threats to
public health and public safety. I am deeply
concerned about this ongoing tragedy that
kills thousands of young people every year.
It’s against the law for young people to drink.
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It should be against the law for young people
to drink and drive.

As you know, earlier this month, I called
on Congress to make Zero Tolerance the law
of the land. I support your amendment to
the National Highway System Designation
Act, which would achieve this goal.

A decade ago, we decided as a nation that
the minimum drinking age should be 21. In
1984, President Reagan signed bipartisan
legislation to achieve this goal, and today all
50 states have enacted such laws. Our efforts
are paying off—drunk driving deaths among
people under 21 have been cut in half since
1984.

But we must do more. Twenty-four states
and the nation’s capital have enacted Zero
Tolerance laws that consider a driver under
age 21 to be ‘‘driving while impaired’’ after
just one full drink of alcohol. These laws
work—alcohol-related crashes involving
teenage drivers are down as much as 10–20
percent in those states. If all states had such
laws, hundreds more lives could be saved and
thousands of injuries could be prevented.

I commend your efforts today, and I urge
the Senate to pass your amendment.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Executive Order 12964—
Commission on United States-Pacific
Trade and Investment Policy
June 21, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.) (the ‘‘Act’’), and in order to es-
tablish a Commission on United States-Pa-
cific Trade and Investment Policy, it is here-
by ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es-
tablished the Commission on United States-
Pacific Trade and Investment Policy (‘‘Com-
mission’’). The Commission shall be com-
posed of 15 members to be appointed by the

President. Members shall (1) be chosen from
the private sector (businesses, unions, aca-
demic institutions, and nonprofit corpora-
tions); and (2) have substantial experience
with selling agricultural products, manufac-
tured goods, or high-value-added services to
Asian and Pacific markets or be knowledge-
able from their personal or professional expe-
rience about the trade barriers or their indus-
try and government policies and practices,
formal and informal, that have restricted ac-
cess by U.S. business to Asian and Pacific
markets.

(b) The President shall designate a Chair-
person and Vice Chairperson from among
the members of the Commission.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) On or before Feb-
ruary 1, 1996, the Commission shall report
to the President on the steps the United
States should take to achieve a significant
opening of Japan, China, and other Asian and
Pacific markets to U.S. business. The report
also shall identify trade and investment im-
pediments to U.S. business in Asian and Pa-
cific markets and provide recommendations
for reducing the impediments. The report’s
recommendations shall reflect the goal of se-
curing increased access for U.S. business to
Asian and Pacific markets, by the turn of the
century, in such a way that a maximum num-
ber of high-wage jobs are created and main-
tained in the United States. The Commission
also shall recommend to the President (1)
measures to strengthen, if necessary, ongoing
programs for regular monitoring of progress
toward this goal, including the periodic as-
sessment of the nature and scope of trade
and investment impediments; and (2) realis-
tic measurements of trade and investment
activity in Asia and the Pacific, which con-
sider all relevant factors, including the com-
position of trade and intracompany trade and
investment patterns.

(b) The Commission shall decide by a
three-fifths vote which recommendations to
include in the report. At the request of any
Commission member, the report will include
that Commission member’s dissenting views
or opinions.

(c) The Commission may, for the purpose
of carrying out its functions, hold meetings
at such times and places as the Commission
may find advisable.
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